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Principal’s Message
 It is with great pride that we present to you all that Grant Union High 
School offers in this course description catalog. In developing this docu-
ment, the Site Leadership Team and our many departments are presenting 
the multitude of programs and opportunities available for students at our 
school.
 When students graduate from Grant Union High School in the Twin 
Rivers Unified School District, we want to make sure they are college and 
career ready. As adults, we know that students need a strong academic 
background if they are going to go to college, or directly into work. The 
catalog shows how many classes are considered necessary for entrance into 
the California State University System, and the University of California.  
 We expect students to take as many of these classes as possible.
In order to support the rigor of these classes, Grant offers programs such 
as AVID during the school day, supporting students academically to get 
to college. We also have tutoring programs such as L.E.A.P, which are also 
described within.
 Grant Union High School offers a wide range of career and technical 
pathways. We have the Criminal Justice Academy, ARTS Academy, Health 
Sports Academy, the Environmental Science and Design Academy, many 
different Business and CTE classes, as well as classes in Computer Pro-
gramming, Web Design, Electronics, and Video Production. Each of these 
are exceptional programs with outstanding instructors, connecting stu-
dents with real life skills.
 In addition, we want students involved. Grant has clubs, Leadership, 
Athletics, Cheerleading, and other activities for students. It is a fact that 
students that are involved do better in school. It is also a fact that our pro-
grams help make school more enjoyable, help students learn a variety of 
skills including leadership and dedication, and develop character as well.
 Finally, the Grant Union High School Mission is the aggressive and 
unrelenting pursuit of excellence. The best way we can do this is together. 
We hope to see students and their parents at Grant Union High School. 
If you have any questions, please stop by, or call us at 566-3450. We know 
that the school, work- ing together with the family, is in the best interest of 
the student, and we dedicate ourselves to the students of Grant High.

Sincerely,
Darris Hinson, Principal
Grant Union High School

UC and CSU Entry Requirements
A. History/Social Science (2 yrs. Required/3 yrs. Recommended)
B. English (4 yrs.)
C. Math-Integrated Math 1, 2 and 3/Alg. 2 (3 yrs.)
D. Lab Science-Biology/Chemistry (2 yrs. Required/3 yrs. Recommended)
E. World Language-Must be same language (2yrs.)
F. Visual and Performing Arts/Fine Arts (1yr.)
G. College Preparatory Elective (1 yr.)
Please see page 3 for more information on CSU and UC requirements.
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Resources and Websites

ØACT: Administration of the
PLAN and ACT exam
www.act.org

ØCollege Board: Administrators
of the PSAT, SAT I , Sat
II and Advanced Placement
exams www.collegeboard.org

ØUC Pathways: www.ucop.
edu/ pathways

ØU.S. Dept of Education:
www.ed.gov

ØCalifornia Student Aid Com-
mission:www.csac.ca.gov

ØElectronic FAFSA: www.
fafsa.ed.gov

ØColleges: www.californiacol-
leges.edu

NCAA Division I Eligibility
Requirements
16 Core-Course Requirements
(effective August 1,
2008)
ØFour years of English;
ØThree years of mathematics;
ØTwo years of natural or
physical science;
ØTwo years of social science;
ØOne year of additional En-
glish, math or science; and
ØFour years of additional
academic courses from any
category above, or foreign
language.
ØEarn required GPA in core
courses
ØEarn required SAT or ACT
score.
See your counselor for a complete list 
of classes and requirements.



Academies and
SpecialPrograms

Academy of Rhythm, 
Technology, and Stage 
Production (A.R.T.S.)
This new academy falls under the Arts, 
Media and Entertainment sector of CTE 
(Career Technical Education), and it will 
primarily focus on digital media and 
entertainment. The core classes (through 
which everyone will go) will be Beginning 
Digital Media, Beginning Drama or Piano 
(audio engineering), and Advanced Web 
Design. Through these academy classes, 
students will learn a wide range of digital 
media skills. From audio composition, 
engineering, and production, to graphic 
design, animation, and video production, 
students will emerge well versed in 21st 
century technical skills. In addition to this 
central focus of digital media, students 
will also have the option to pursue one of 
two added pathways. The first pathway 
will focus on performing arts in which 
students will take Beginning Drama as 
a junior, and Intermediate Drama as a 
senior. The alternate pathway will be the 
recording option for the musical artists.
The academic classes that will be linked to 
our academy are ELA and History. Each of 
these core classes will be directly related 
to and supported by the digital media 
classes. For example, lessons, units, and 
projects from a student’s academic classes 
will be reiterated within the media classes. 
This can take a variety of forms. For in-
stance, students may make a video, public 
service announcement, song, animation, 
etc., that further compliments the academ-
ic instruction.  To this end, a majority of 
the projects conducted in the media classes 
will revolve around the students’ academic 
content. 
Course Name: Digital Media 1
Grade Level:10th 
Pre-requisites Passing grades in ELA 9, 
Alg I or Geometry, Earth Science or Biol-
ogy, Spanish I, and P.E.
Course Description: This introduction 
course will focus on exposing students 
to a variety of forms of media arts, and 
production management skills. They will 
explore the following: audio and video en-
gineering and production, as well as web 
composition. Additionally, all students will 
learn each stage in the production process-
es, and at some point be responsible for 

managing audio, video, and/or web design 
teams.

AVID
AVID stands for Advancement Via Indi- 
vidual Determination, and is a nationwide 
college preparatory program. The goal of 
AVID is to support students in meeting the 
California four-year university entrance 
requirements, known as the “a-g” require- 
ments. The AVID curriculum is focused on 
the areas of writing, inquiry, collaboration, 
and reading. AVID students go on college 
campus field trips, write essays, participate 
in Socratic Seminar discus¬sions, and 
receive tutoring to maintain high grades
in the most challenging courses offered 
at Grant. The AVID program is open to 
all students who want and need guidance 
and support as they pursue their dreams 
of attending a four-year university after 
graduation from high school.

Course Name: AVID 9
Grade Level: 9
Length: 1 year
Prerequisites: Freshman standing Earn 10 
elective credits for high school gradua-
tion Course Description: AVID 9 teaches 
students to take Cornell notes in their aca- 
demic classes, organize an AVID binder, 
and prepare an individual four-year course 
plan. Local college students work with the 
AVID 9 classes to lead tutoring sessions in 
all subject areas.

Course Name: AVID 10
Grade Level: 10
Length: 1 year
Prerequisites: Sophomore standing, 2.0 
academic GPA Earn 10 elective credits for 
high school graduation
Course Description: AVID 10 continues 
the AVID 9 curriculum by supporting 
students in note taking, organization, and 
college planning. Students begin more 
extensive SAT, ACT, and High School
Exam practice. Local college students 
work with the AVID 10 classes to lead 
tutoring sessions in all subject areas.

Course Name: AVID 11
Grade Level: 11
Length: 1 year
Prerequisites: Junior standing, successful 
completion of either AVID 9 or AVID 10,
2.0 academic GPA, concurrent enrollment 
in at least one Honors or AP level course 
Earn 10 elective credits for high school 
graduation

Course Description: AVID 11 focuses 
students on researching and narrowing a 
list of universities they want to apply to. 
Students take the PSAT in October and 
use their results to guide practice for the 
spring SAT exam. Students prepare per- 
sonal statements for use on their college 
applications. Local college students work 
with the AVID 11 class to lead tutoring 
sessions in all subject areas.

Course Name: AVID Seminar
Grade Level: 12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisites: Senior standing, success- 
ful completion of AVID 11, 2.0 academic 
GPA, concurrent enrollment in at least one 
Honors or AP level course Meets the CSU 
and UC Requirement (G)
Course Description: The AVID Seminar is 
the culmination of four years of hard work 
in preparation for college admissions. The 
fall semester focuses on refining college 
applications and personal statements, as 
well as preparing for and taking the SAT 
and ACT. The spring semester guides 
students through the financial aid process, 
finalizing their college selection, and pre-
paring for life after high school. Lo-
cal college students work with the AVID 
Seminar class to lead tutoring sessions in 
all subject areas.

Criminal Justice
Academy
In operation since 1990, the Criminal 
Justice Magnet Academy receives partial 
funding through a California Partnership 
Academy Grant.
The program is designed to instill a strong 
set of personal and academic discipline 
skills. It also exposes students to many 
aspects of the Criminal Justice System and 
law enforcement.
As part of their coursework in law, Acad- 
emy students learn how to conduct felony 
vehicle stops, perform physical training 
exercises, and participate in county and 
statewide law competitions as attorneys. 
Cadets also wear a uniform once a week
which is provided by the Sacramento
Police Department.
The CJA is an exemplary program that 
offers students leadership, discipline and 
belief in themselves, and their abilities.

Course Name: Criminal Justice Academy I
Grade Level: 9
Length: 1 Year
Prerequisite Course Work: Concurrent

Grant Union High School
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with Academy English 9 Meets HS Gradu- 
ation Requirement as an Elective Meets
the CSU and UC Requirement (G) Course 
Description: Criminal Justice Academy I, 
called Law I, is the beginning course in 
the four year law enforcement
\ protective services series. This course 
introduces students to the many different 
kinds of jobs available in the protective 
services fields. This introductory course 
will place emphasis on historical influ- 
ences, fundamental duties, obligations 
and ethics inherent in a career in any of 
the law careers. Computer literacy and 
keyboarding skills will also be taught. 
Community service is required.

Course Name:Criminal Justice
Academy II Grade Level: 10
Length: 1 Year
Prerequisite Course Work: Criminal Jus- 
tice Academy I is recommended. Concur- 
rent with Academy English 10, Academy 
World History 10 Meets HS Graduation 
Requirement as an Elective Meets the 
CSU and UC Requirement (G)
Course Description: Law II as it is com- 
monly called, is the second in the law 
enforcement series. This course includes 
both drivers’ education and health\safety 
components sophomores must complete. 
Extra time is spent on the vehicle code, 
driving as related to law enforcement 
vehicles and DUI. The health and safety 
section of this class incorporates CPR 
certification, laws and the consequences
of drug use and drinking. Public speaking, 
mentoring and leadership training are all 
begun in this year too. Community service 
is required.

Course Name:Criminal Justice
AcademyIII Grade Level: 11
Length: 1 Year
Prerequisite Course Work: Criminal Jus- 
tice Academy II is recommended. Concur- 
rent with Academy English 11, Academy 
U.S. History 11 Meets HS Graduation
Requirement as an Elective Meets the
CSU and UC Requirement (G) Course 
Description: Criminal Justice Academy III 
is an ROP credit course that is the third in 
sequence of the Grant High
School Criminal Justice Magnet Academy. 
In this year the students start visiting ven- 
ues like the County Court House, Crime 
Lab and the Emergency Vehicle Driving 
Course (EVOC). Guest speakers from law 
enforcement agencies and colleges are 
common. This course discusses the court 
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system, juvenile law, search and seizure, 
evidence collection, vehicle pullover and 
procedures. Public speaking, mentoring 
and leadership training continue, while 
preparation, selection and testing for col- 
lege are emphasized in earnest. Commu- 
nity service is required.

Course Name:Criminal Justice Academy
IV Grade Level: 12 Length: 1 Year Pre-
requisite Course Work: Criminal Justice 
Academy III is required. Concurrent with 
Academy English 12 Meets HS Gradua- 
tion Requirement as an Elective Meets the 
CSU and UC Requirement (G)
Course Description: Criminal Justice
Academy IV is an ROP credit course that
is the fourth in the series of the Grant 
High School Criminal Justice Magnet 
Academy. This course builds on the ex-
periences and knowledge of all the earlier 
law class. Guest speakers from the many 

different types of law enforcement agen-
cies, mo- tivational speakers and college 
recruiters are common. Emphasis this 
year is placed on ethics, felony laws, gun 
safety, team building, leadership training, 
sexual as- sault training, report writing 
and prepara- tion for college and careers. 
Numerous op- portunities are provided 
to make contacts for future professional 
career placement. Community service is 
required.

English Language 
Learners
The English Language Learners Program 
is designed to expedite the acquisition
of English for ELL students and to assist 
students in learning about the culture and 
way of life of the United States.
Although many materials are used to sup- 
port student learning, the main instruction 
for ELL students is provided through the 
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CSU-UC Comparison of Minimum Eligibility Requirements for Freshman
Calculate GPA using only “A-G” approved courses taken after the 9th grade

15 college prep courses (units) from approved “A-G” list, including:
Courses Required Cal State University (CSU) University of California (UC)
A. History/Social
Science

2 years of history/social science, including one year of
US history required/ 3 yrs. Recommended
two semesters of history/ 
social science from either 
the “A” or “G” subject areas

two semesters of world
history, cultures and geog- 
raphy from the “A” subject 
area

B. English 4 years English, which can include not more than one 
year of ESL/ELD courses

C. Mathematics 3 years math (algebra I and II, geometry); 4 years
recommended

D. Laboratory
Science

2 yrs. Required / 3 yrs. Recommended
Including one year of physi- 
cal science and one year of 
biological science; one of 
which must be from the “d” 
subject area with the other 
from either “d” or “g” area

Including at least two of 
the three core disciplines 
of biology, chemistry and 
physics; both from the “d” 
subject area. Three years 
recommended

E. Language Other 
than English

2 years of language other than English. Must be same
language.

3 years recommended
F. Visual & 
Performing 
Arts

1 year visual and performing arts (selected from the dis-
ciplines of dance, music, theatre/drama, or visual arts). 
Students graduating in 2006 must complete a single 
year long course.

G. College 
Preparatory 
Elective

1 year elective chosen from any of the areas on the
approved a-g course list, excludingthose designated as 
non-elective (lower level mathematics, language other 
than English, and visual and performing arts)



use of the EDGE Reading Program.
The EDGE Reading Program consists of 
four levels: Basic Level for Beginning stu- 
dents (one year), Level A for Lower Inter- 
mediate students (one semester), Level B 
for Intermediate students (one semester), 
Level C for Higher Intermediate students, 
(one semester)
Course levels are sequential as to the dif- 
ficulty of the lessons in English, and take 
the ELL student from a level of not know- 
ing any English to that of semi-fluency 
referred to as the Intermediate Level in the 
State of California.
All EDGE Courses offer extensive instruc- 
tion in grammar, vocabulary, reading, 
writing and oral development.
ELL students are initially placed in one 
of the EDGE Courses by the score they 
receive on the California English Lan- 
guage Development Test (CELDT) that 
is administered when they first enter the 
district and every year there after in the 
month of October.
 
Students are allowed to progress through 
the courses at their own rate which is 
determined by such factors as a student’s 
natural ability to acquire language, years 
of previous language instruction in Eng- 
lish and years of formal education prior to 
coming to the United States. The needs of 
every student are taken into consideration 
in the determination of their course place- 
ment from one year to the next.

When students have successfully com- 
pleted the EDGE Courses offered, they are 
placed in an English 9 class and an Eng- 
lish 9 Support class to begin the regular 
English courses offered to all high school 
students. The support class will also be 
offered in the 10th grade if the student 
remains at the intermediate level after 
completing English 9.

All ELL classes, projects and assignments 
are presented using SDAIE and English 
Language Development strategies.

Course Name: ELL EDGE 9-12 ELA
BASICS
Prerequisite: A California English Lan-
guage Development Test (CELDT) score
of 1. Meets HS graduation requirements in
English
Course Description: This course uses 
EDGE, a sequential and developmental 
program, designed to increase the stu- 
dents’ competence in all areas of English;
Language Development: Speaking, Lis- 
tening, Reading, and Writing. Carefully 
selected readings and specially designed 
lessons with multilevel strategies ensure 
standard based instruction for struggling 
readers and English Learners.

Course Name: ELL EDGE 9-12 ELD
BASICS
Prerequisite: A California English Lan- 
guage Development Test (CELDT) score 
of 1. Meets HS graduation requirement

as an elective Course Description: This 
course supports the ELL EDGE 9-12 ELA 
BASICS class.

Course Name: ELL EDGE 9-12 ELA -A,
B, C
Prerequisite: Completion of the Intermedi- 
ate English Language Arts course of the 
previous level or a CELDT score of 2 or
3 Meets HS graduation requirement as an 
elective and the CSU entry requirement, 
but does not meet UC entry requirement. 
Course Description: This course uses 
EDGE, a sequential and developmental 
program, designed to increase the stu- 
dents’ competence in all areas of Eng-
lish Language Development: Speaking, 
Listening, Reading, and Writing. Carefully 
selected readings and specially designed 
lessons with multilevel strategies ensure 
standard based instruction for struggling 
readers and English Learners.
Course Name: ELL EDGE 9-12 ELD A,
B, C
Prerequisite: Completion of the Intermedi-
ate English Language Arts course of the
previous level or a CELDT score of 2 or
3 Meets HS graduation requirements in 
electives and the CSU entry requirement, 
but does not meet UC entry requirement. 
Course Description: This course supports 
the ELL EDGE 9-12 ELAA, B, and C 
class.

GEO Academy
The GEO Environmental Science and 
Design Academy’s mission is to teach 
youth how to create healthy and sustain-
able communities. We engage students in 
unique and challenging educational oppor-
tunities that foster a sense of community 
and environmental stewardship.
The GEO Academy offers college bound 
9th-12th grade students outdoor learning 
and hands-on experiences in environmen-
tal horticulture, landscape architectural de-
sign, habitat restoration, “green” business, 
and environmental science monitoring.  
The academy provides strong academic 
training and real world based projects 
that deepen students’ appreciation of our 
environment and its natural resources.  It 
prepares students for careers that will 
shape the planning of our environment and 
communities.

This Academy is intended to provide 
students with strong academic training that 
has clear paths to careers in the fields of 
environmental science, natural resource 
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Keep Track Of Your Assignments, Grades, E-Mail Your
Teachers and Staff, BackUp Your Work To My Locker, And 
More . . .

To Sign-Up For School Loop:
1. Get to the GHS web site ghs.twinriversusd.org/
2. Select Register Now
3. Select Student Registration or Parent Registration
4. Complete Registration form - You must have the student’s
Permanent I.D. Number to complete the form
5. Select Register Now, and then accept, and your done.
6. If you have any problems talk to your teachers, counselor, or 
administration.

School Loop-It’s Simple-Free-Sign Up Today

For Students and Parents



conservation, environmental horticulture, 
landscape architecture, business, and envi- 
ronmental law.

One of the unique features of the Environ- 
mental Science and Design Academy will 
be its connection to real world projects
and outdoor education. Students will be 
involved in hands-on projects such as the 
school garden, salsa business, habitat res- 
toration, air and water quality monitoring 
and landscape design projects. Students 
will develop leadership skills by leading 
projects in their community and working
as a team. Each student will have a mentor 
to help them explore different careers and 
find an internship in a related field their 
senior year. Students involved in the En- 
vironmental Science and Design Academy 
must maintain an 80% attendance record 
and complete 90% of the coursework. 

Course Name: Environmental Horticulture
Grade Level: 10
Length: One year
concurrent enrolment, Meets the “G” CSU
/ UC Requirement Environmental Horti- 
culture is a course focused on the science 
and art of cultivating plants for human and 
environmental benefit. Plants improve our 
gardens and parks, providing us with food 
through edible landscapes, shading us with 
urban forests, providing oxygen
and reducing air pollution, and conserving 
energy and water resources. This course 
includes the study of botanical classifica-
tion and plant identification, plant repro-
duction, plant physiology, plant pathology 
and entomology, plant use and
plant names and classification, nutrition 
value of plants and applications of bio- 
technology. Students will learn these sub- 
jects by participating in the school garden, 
the garden café, a plant research project, a 
community service and an environmental 
leadership project.  Students will also take 
several field trips to learn about plants and 
their role in the environment. This course 
meets the UC “G” elective credit and 
prepares students for a four-year college 
and/or university who plan to major in en- 
vironmental careers and the environmental 
and biological sciences.

Course Name: Landscape and Environ-
mental Design Grade Level: 11-12
Length:1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Computer 
Aplications I/Business Tech. Core ; Studio 
Art recommended
Course Description: The purpose of this 

course is to introduce students to the 
field of landscape and environmental 
design. They will learn that landscape and 
environmental design projects range from 
community parks to the front and back- 
yards of homes, from river habitat restora- 
tion to planning at the city scale. Students 
will develop an awareness of the interac- 
tive relationship between humans and how 
they shape their environment. They will 
also gain an appreciation for the historical 
and cultural traditions that are reflected
in landscape architectural designs. In- 
struction will be given in the following 
areas: elements of design, the history of 
landscape architecture, plant identifica- 
tion, technical drafting, sketching, and 
computer design. Landscape and Envi- 
ronmental Design is a course in which the 
students will express themselves visually 
and showcase their creativity. They will 
explore future careers such as landscape 
architecture, environmental design, and 

engineering. Students will also utilize their 
knowledge and skills in a design project to 
beautify their school and community.

Course Name: Agricultural Economics 
and Business
Grade Level: 12
Length: One year
Prerequisite Course Work: None, Meets 
the “G” CSU / UC Requirement Agricul-
tural Economics and Business is the study 
of how people coordinate their wants 
and desires, given scarce resources and 
the decision-making mechanisms, social 
customs, and political realities of their 
societies. Decisions made by consumers, 
farmers, agricultural businesses, investors 
and the government interact to determine 
the allocation of scarce resources. This 
course will provide an introduction to ba- 
sic economic principles and agribusiness 
management. Students will also learn how 
to manage a student run business through 
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Types of College Degrees
ØAssociate Degree
A.A. Associate of Arts - 2 year degree from community college or 
trade school
ØBachelor Degree
B.A. Bachelor of Arts - typically a 4-5 year degree that emphasizes 
social science or humanities
B.S. Bachelor of Science - typically a 4-5 year degree that emphasizes 
science or technical area of study
ØCredential - specialized degree needed to work in a public K-12 
school as a teacher, counselor or administrator. Typically takes 1-2 
years of study after the Bachelor level.
ØMaster’s Degree - 2 to 3 years of study in a specific field after the
Bachelor level
M.A. - Master of Arts
M.S. - Master of Science
M.B.A. - Master of Business Administration
ØDoctorate - A degree that makes you an expert in a particular field. 
Ph. D. - Doctor of Philosophy, 3-5 years after a Bachelor degree. You 
can earn a Ph.D. in almost any subject area, i.e. Ph. D. in Chemistry or 
Ph. D. in English
M.D. - Medical Doctor, 3 years of school after the Bachelor level and
2-4 years of residency
D.D.S. - Doctor of Dental Surgery, 3 years of extra schooling after the
Bachelor level
J.D. - Juris Doctorate (Law degree), 3 years of study after the 
Bachelor Level 



marketing, sales, financial management, 
and business planning. The economics
of day-to-day living, saving and investing 
for your future and the use of the stock 
market will also be included in this course. 
This course is designed for college bound 
students with interests in natural resource 
management, the food industry business 
and food, nutrition and environmental 
policy. This class meets the UC “G” elec- 
tive credit.

All Courses taken within the Environmen- 
tal Science Academy use regular course 
content for instruction with district ap- 
proved assessments with an emphasis on 
our environment.

Career Technical
Education (C.T.E.)
The purpose of CTE is to prepare the 
students of Grant Union High School for 
employ- ment, further education and occu-
pational changes. This is accomplished by 
provid- ing students with high quality and 
relevant occupational programs that de-
velop their job specific skills, knowledge 
and attitudes enabling them to contribute 
to a rapidly changing society through 
successful employment. Grant offers a 
variety of CTE programs in Computer and 
Business Technologies, Digital Media and 
Television Production, Electronics Tech-
nology, Law Enforcement, Environmental 
Science, Accounting and Business.

Health Sports Academy
The Grant High School Health Sports 
Academy empowers students to pursue 
higher education and become leaders in 
the areas of sports medicine, media and 
business entrepreneurship.
Research demonstrates that students who 
are engaged in meaningful activities at 
school, including academies, athletics and 
extra curricular activities, improve their 
school performance.
In addition, the proposed multi-phased 
transformation of the existing weight room 
into a state of the art fitness center will 
benefit the Sports Health Academy and the 
community at large.

Course Name: Health Science (Sports
Academy)
Grade level: 10 Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Sophomore 
standing Meets HS Graduation Require- 
ment in Health Education/First Aid, CPR, 

AED/ Driver Education
Course Description: This is a one year 
course divided between Health, CPR & 
First Aid, Sports Information, and level 1 
referee certification. In Health education 
students will study substance abuse educa- 
tion, mental and physical wellness, human 
life cycle, and STD’s and public safety.
In CPR/First aid/ AED students will be 
trained by a certified American Red Cross 
instructor. Students will become certi-
fied by the American Red Cross. This will 
serve as a prerequisite for students seeking 
to become a certified lifeguard
or referee, and possible summer employ- 
ment. In Sports Information, students will 
learn about the rules and different types of 
Sports offered in America, allowing them 
to gain an understanding of the various 
athletics they will be involved with, as
part of the Academy. In level 1 referee 
certification, students will have gained a 
level 1 referee license. This will enable 
students to referee both youth and middle 
school athletics.

Sports Medicine 
Students interested in pursuing careers 
in medicine will follow the Health Sci- 
ence and Medical Technology pathway. 
These students will assist with training of 
athletes and tend to sports injuries during 
practice and games.

Multimedia Productions
Those students seeking a creative outlet 
will be encouraged to participate in the 
Arts, Media and Entertainment Industry 
Sector, focusing on the development of 
skills in digital and multi-media arts.

Business Entrepreneurship
Students interested in entering business 
will be enrolled in marketing courses and 
will be responsible for promoting area 
athletic events, encouraging attendance 
and expanding membership into the Grant 
family.

Health Sports Academy III
Course Description
This course helps students gain an under- 
standing of both sports management and 
sports marketing principles necessary to 
start and operate a business. In addition, 
students will learn the basic moral issues 
in sports. Students will first learn basic 
economic principles related to business 
ownership. They will identify and assess 

common traits and skills found in entre- 
preneurs, explore business opportunities, 
and compare the risks and rewards ofown- 
ing a business. The primary focus of the 
course is to help students understand the 
process of analyzing a business opportuni- 
ty, determining feasibility of an idea utiliz- 
ing research, developing a plan to organize 
and promote the business and its products/ 
services, and finally, to understand the 
capital required, the return on invest-
ment desired, and the potential for profit. 
Entrepreneurship is designed for students 
enrolled in Sports Health Academy III
who have an interest in developing the 
skills, attitudes, and knowledge necessary 
for successful entrepreneurs. In addition 
this course helps students to gain informa- 
tion and understanding of the various prac- 
tices and procedures associated with sport 
administration and management. A study 
ofmoral issues in sports, including the 
relative fairness ofperformance enhancing 
drugs and techniques, cheating and decep- 
tion, the role of violence in sports, and the 
nature of sportsmanship. Other topics may 
include ethical issues in youth sports and 
the economics of sports.

Social Science
Department
Course Name: AP Human Geography
Grade Level: 9
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: None, however 
students should be above average in both 
reading and writing skills.
Meets the (A) CSU / UC Requirement 
Course Description: AP Human Geogra-
phy introduces students to the systematic 
study of the patterns and processes that 
have shaped human understanding, use, 
and alteration of the Earth’s surface.  
Students will make use of spatial concepts 
and landscape analysis to examine human 
social organization and its environmental 
consequences.  They also learn about the 
methods and tools that geographers use in 
applying their science and practices.  The 
course allows students the opportunity 
to learn about world population issues, 
political border disputes, and internation-
al conflicts.  In addition, students study 
about cultural traditions around the world, 
including world religions, ethnicities, and 
the origins and diffusion of languages.  
Students will study both rural land use 
and urban spaces, including agricultural 
practices, economic development, energy 
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use, industrialization, and city planning.  
Students in this course will take the AP 
Human Geography examination, which is 
administered in May.

Course Name: World History
Grade Level:10
Length:1 year
Prerequisites: None
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (A)
Course Description: Students in grade ten 
study major turning points that shaped the 
modern world, from the late eighteenth 
century through the present, including the 
causes and course of the two world wars. 
They trace the rise of democratic ideas and 
develop an understanding of the historical 
roots of current world issues, especially
as they pertain to international relations. 
They extrapolate from the American 
experience that democratic ideals are often 
achieved at a high price, remain vulnera-
ble, and are not practiced every- where in 
the world. Students develop an
understanding of current world issues and 
relate them to their historical, geographic, 
political, economic, and cultural contexts. 
Students consider multiple accounts of 
events in order to understand international 
relations from a variety of perspectives.

Course Name: AP World History
Grade Level: 11 and 12
Length: 1 Year
Prerequisite Course Work: None
Meets the (A) CSU / UC Requirement 
Course Description:
The AP World History course focuses on 
developing students’ understanding of the 
world history from approximately 8000 
BCE to the present. This college-level 
course has students investigate the content 
of world history for significant events, 
individuals, developments, and processes 
in six historical periods, and develop and 
use the same thinking skills and meth-
ods (analyzing primary and secondary 
sources, making historical comparisons, 
chronological reasoning, and argumenta-
tion) employed by historians when they 
study the past. The course also provides 
five themes (interaction between humans 
and the environment; development and 
interaction of cultures; state building, 
expansion, and conflict; creation, expan-
sion, and interaction of economic systems; 
development and transformation of social 
structures) that students explore through-
out the course in order to make connec-
tions among historical developments in 

different times and places encompassing 
the five major geographical regions of the 
globe: Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, 
and Oceania.

Course Name: AP European History
Grade Level: 10
Length: 1 Year
Prerequisite Course Work: None
Meets The (A) CSU / UC Requirement 
Course Description:
The AP European History course focuses 

on developing students’ understanding 
of European history from approximately 
1450 to the present. The course has stu-
dents investigate the content of European 
history for significant events, individu-
als, developments, and processes in four 
historical periods, and develop and use the 
same thinking skills and methods (analyz-
ing primary and secondary sources, mak-
ing historical comparisons, chronological 
reasoning, and argumentation) employed 
by historians when they study the past. 
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Minimum High School 
Graduation Requirements

Graduation from Grant Union High School will require the successful 
completion of at least 220 credits, which are accumulated at the rate of 30 
per semester, 60 per school year in grades 9,10,11, and 12. These credits
may be earned in the classroom or through other supervised activity. The 
following are required subjects that must be successfully completed to 
graduate:

SUBJECT..............................LENGTH OF TIME.......................... CREDIT
English .................................8 Semesters (4 years) ............................. 40.0
World History......................2 semesters (1 year) ............................... 10.0
Laboratory Science ............4 semesters (2 years) .............................. 20.0
(1 year of biological science and 1 year of physical science)

United States
History ................................2 semesters (1 year) ............................... 10.0
Civics /
American Government .....1 semester (1/2 year)................................ 5.0
Economics...........................1 semester (1/2 year) ................................ 5.0
Physical Education.............4 semesters (2 years) .............................. 20.0
Mathematics
(must pass Algebra 1 or ....6 semesters (3 years) .............................. 30.0
Integrated Math 1)

Visual & Performing Arts ....2 semesters (1 year) ........................... 10.0
/World Languages

Health Education/First Aid ...1 semester (1/2 year) ......................... 5.0
Elective Coures..................................................................................... 65.0

Minimum Number of Credits Earned to Graduate ...................... 220.0

Additional classes are necessary to meet the A-G requirements for the 
UC/CSU University system.



The course also provides five themes 
(interaction of Europe and the world; pov-
erty and prosperity; objective knowledge 
and subjective visions; states and other 
institutions of power; and individual and 
society) that students explore throughout 
the course in order to make connections 
among historical developments in different 
times and places.

Course Name: U.S. History
Grade Level: 11
Length:1 year
Prerequisites: Junior standing Meets CSU/ 
UC Entry Requirement (A) with a grade of 
C- or better
Course Description: U.S. History focuses 
on our nation’s beginnings and the impact 
of the Enlightenment on U.S. demo-
cratic ideals. Students will learn about the
major turning points in American his- tory 
throughout the later half of the 19th centu-
ry and 20th century. Students will be able 
to analyze the significant events surround-
ing the founding of the nation.
Students will be able to analyze the major 
political, social, economic, technological 
and cultural developments throughout this 
time period up to the present day.

Course Name: AP U.S. History
Grade level: 11
Length: 1year
Prerequisite: Junior standing Meets the 
CSU and UC Requirement (A) Course De-
scription: Two-semester survey course of 
American History covering from the first 
settlements in America to the present time 
period. Course is the equivalent of
a freshmen college offering and students 
have the potential to earn college credits. 
Solid reading and writing skills, along 
with a willingness to devote a consider- 
able amount of time to study and home- 
work are necessary to succeed in this 
course. Emphasis is placed on critical and 
evaluative thinking skills, essay writing 
and interpretation of original documents 
and historiography. Students will have an 
opportunity to take the CollegeBoard AP 
test in the spring semester.
Course Name: Introduction to Physical 
Anthropology
Grade Level: 11-12
Length: One Semester
Prerequisite Course Work: Junior or Se-
nior Standing
Meets the (A) CSU / UC Requirement 
Course Description: This course introduc-
es students to the exciting and multi-fac-

eted field of physical anthropology – the 
study of human evolutionary history, 
adaptation, and variation. Physical anthro-
pology involves both detailed investiga-
tion of human origins and assessment of 
humanity’s place in the natural world. This 
course examines processes and principles 
of human evolution and genetics, using an 
anthropological perspective with an em-
phasis on the interactions between biology, 
nature, and culture. 

Course Name: Introduction to Cultural 
Anthropology
Grade Level: 11-12
Length: One Semester
Prerequisite Course Work: Junior or Se-
nior Standing
Meets the (A) CSU / UC Requirement 
Course Description: This course will focus 
on the Anthropological study of the ways 
in which human behavior is shaped by its 
cultural, social, economic, and political 
contexts. We will not regard these spheres 
as exclusive of one another. Rather, we see 
will view culture, society, economy, and 
politics as interconnected. In doing so, we 
will identify how cultural factors, ideolo-
gies, and beliefs help us to understand the 
daily lives of individuals. Further, stu-
dents will identify justification for various 
political orders and hierarchies, patterns of 
economic exchange, and social interaction 
within and between cultures. 

Course Name: AP Psychology 
Grade Levels: 10 – 12  
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisite Course Work: Grade C or 
better in Biology or Anatomy
Meets the (E) CSU/UC Requirement
The AP Psychology course is designed to 
introduce students to the systematic and 
scientific study of the behavior and mental 
processes of human beings and other ani-
mals. Students are exposed to the psycho-
logical facts, principles, and phenomena 
associated with each of the major subfields 
within psychology. They also learn about 
the ethics and methods psychologists use 
in their science and practice.

Course Name: American Government
Grade Level:12
Length: 1 semester
Prerequisites: none
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (A)
Course Description: American Gov-
ernment is designed as an introductory 
course in general Political Science. The 
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course will focus on the foundations of 
government, the electoral process, rights 
and responsibilities and foreign policy. 
Students will develop an understanding of 
the structure of government, it’s origins 
and the political heritage of the United 
States. Passing grades are determined by 
examination, projects, class work and oral 
presentations.

Course Name: AP American Government
Grade Level:12
Length: 1 semester
Prerequisites: none, however students 
should be above average in writing and 
reading skills Meets the CSU and UC 
Requirement (A)
Course Description: APAmerican Govern- 
ment provides students with a comprehen- 
sive understanding of the American Na- 
tional Government. Students will develop 
an analytical perspective for interpreting, 
understanding and explaining politi-
cal events in this country. Our lives are 
impacted everyday by the government and 
those students who complete the course 
will have a greater appreciation of the 
structures of American Government and 
how they operate. Students in this course 
will take the AP United States Govern- 
ment and Politics Examination, which is 
administered in May of each year.

Course Name: Economics
Grade Level: 12
Length: 1 semester
Prerequisites: none Meets CSU/UC Entry 
Requirement (G) with a grade of C- or bet- 
ter Course Description: This course deals 
with the financial world around us and
our relationship to it. Topics covered are 
supply and demand, prices, stock market, 
business organizations, labor unions, inter- 
national trade, economic performance, and 
the role of government in the economy.

Course Name: AP Macroeconomics
Grade Level: 12
Length: 1 semester
Prerequisite Course Work: None, however 
students should be above average in both 
writing and in mathematics skills.  
Meets the G CSU / UC Requirement 
Course Description: The AP Macroeco-
nomics course serves as an introduction to 
the economy as it operates in our nation 
as a whole. It will begin with a review of 
basic economic concepts like opportunity 
costs, supply and demand, and prices. The 
course will then move into topics that in-

clude measurement of unemployment and 
inflation, the nation’s GDP, money and 
banking, the government’s role in man-
aging a stable economy, and international 
trade. Students in this course will take the 
AP Macroeconomics examination, which 
is administered in May.

English Language Arts 
(ELA) Department
Course Name: ELA 9
Grade Level: 9
Length: 1 year
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (B)
Prerequisite Course Work: Passing of
8th grade ELA or level C of High Point. 
Course Description: This College Prep 
ELA course integrates reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking curriculum based 
on the California English Language Arts 
Standards and objectives contained within 
the California Standards Test (CST) and 
district common assessments. This course 
stresses a balanced, comprehensive pro-
gram that develops students’ ability
to comprehend, respond to, analyze, and 
produce a variety of texts through oral pre- 
sentations, discussions, compositions and 
other assignments. Strategic support may 
be required in ELA 9 based on previous 
years multiple assessments.

Course Name: ELA 9 Honors
Grade Level: 9
Length: 1 year
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (B) 
Prerequisite Course Work: Passing of 8th 
grade ELA or level C of High Point Ad- 
ditional prerequisites: 8th grade teacher 
recommendation
Course Description: The academic tasks in 
ELA 9 Honors are more rigorous than in 
a regular College Prep ELA 9 class. ELA 
9 Honors integrates reading, writ- ing, 
listening, and speaking curriculum
based on the California English Language 
Arts Standards and objectives contained 
within the California Standards Test (CST) 
and district common assessments. This 
course stresses a balanced, comprehensive 
program that develops students’ ability
to comprehend, respond to, analyze, and 
produce a variety of texts through oral 
presentations, discussions, compositions 
and other assignments.

Course Name: ELA 10
Grade Level: 10
Length: 1 year

Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (B) 
Prerequisite Course Work: Passing of ELA 
9 Course Description: This College Prep 
ELA course integrates reading, writ- ing, 
listening, and speaking curriculum
based on the California English Language 
Arts Standards and objectives contained 
within the California Standards Test (CST) 
and district common assessments. This 
course stresses a balanced, comprehensive 
program that develops students’ ability
to comprehend, respond to, analyze, and 
produce a variety of texts through oral pre- 
sentations, discussions, compositions and 
other assignments. Strategic support may 
be required in ELA 10 based on previous 
years multiple assessments.

Course Name: ELA 10 Honors
Grade Level: 10
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Passing of ELA
9 Additional prerequisites: completion
of application; acceptance by instructor; 
completion of summer reading and writing 
assignments
Course Description: The academic tasks in 
ELA 10 Honors are more rigorous than in 
a regular College Prep ELA 10 class. ELA 
10 Honors integrates reading, writ- ing, 
listening, and speaking curriculum based 
on the California English Language Arts 
Standards and objectives contained within 
the California Standards Test (CST) and 
district common assessments. This course 
stresses a balanced, comprehensive pro-
gram that develops students’ ability
to comprehend, respond to, analyze, and 
produce a variety of texts through oral pre- 
sentations, discussions, compositions and 
other assignments. Strategic support may 
be required in ELA 10 based on previous 
years multiple assessments.

Course Name: ELA 11
Grade Level: 11
Length: 1 year
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (B)
Prerequisite Course Work: Passing of ELA
10Course Description: This College Prep 
ELA course integrates reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking curriculum based 
on the California English Language Arts 
Standards and objectives contained within 
the California Standards Test (CST) and 
district common assessments. This course 
focuses on American literature through 
a balanced, comprehensive program that 
develops students’ ability to comprehend, 
respond to, analyze, and produce a variety 
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of texts through oral presentations, discus- 
sions, compositions and other assigments.

Course Name: AP ELA 11
Grade Level: 11
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Passing ELA
10 Additional prerequisites: completion 
of application; acceptance by instructor; 
completion of summer reading and writing 
assignments
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (B) 
Course Description: Advanced Place- 
ment ELA 11 integrates reading, writing, 
listening and speaking curriculum based 
on the California English Language Arts 
Standards and skills contained within
the California Standards Test (CST) and 
the Advanced Placement Language and 
Composition exam. This course stresses a 
balanced comprehension program that
develops students’ ability to create, com- 
prehend, analyze and respond to American 
literature and non-fiction in oral presenta- 
tions, discussions, compositions, and other 
assignments.

Course Name: ELA 12
Grade Level: 12
Length: 1 year Meets the CSU and UC Re- 
quirement (B) Prerequisite Course Work: 
Passing of ELA 11
Course Description: This College Prep 
ELA course integrates reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking curriculum based 
on the California English Language Arts 
Standards and district common assess- 
ments. This course focuses on World
and British literature through a balanced, 
comprehensive program that develops 
students’ ability to comprehend, respond 
to, analyze, and produce a variety of texts 
through oral presentations, discussions, 
compositions and other assignments.

Course Name: AP ELA 12
Grade Level: 12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Passing ELA
11 Additional prerequisites: completion 
of application; acceptance by instructor; 
completion of summer reading and writing 
assignments
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (B) 
Course Description: Advanced Place- 
ment ELA 12 integrates reading, writing, 
listening and speaking curriculum based 
on the California English Language Arts 
Standards and skills contained within the 
Advanced Placement Literature exam and 

college English Placement exams. This 
course stresses a balanced comprehension 
program that develops students’ ability to 
create, comprehend, analyze and respond 
to World and British literature and non- 
fiction in oral presentations, discussions, 
compositions, and other assignments.

Course Name: Public Speaking
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: Year
Prerequisite Course Work:  None
Meets the (G) CSU / UC Requirement 
Public Speaking Course Description
This course includes study and practice of 
principles in strategic, confident, and cred-
ible public speaking. Assignments include 
a variety of oral presentations: special 
occasion, personal experience, impromptu, 
panel discussion, informative and persua-
sive. The course includes anxiety manage-
ment, speech organization research and 
support, communication ethics, diverse 
audiences, listening skills and dynamic 
delivery.

Course Name: Journalism/Year Book
Grade Level: 10 - 12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite: Computer Apps. I Earn 10 
elective credits for high school graduation 
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (G) 
Course Description: The Journalism class 
produces one of the main publications at 
Grant Union High School: Students learn 
principles and styles of writing, editing 
and photography for journalism publi-
ca- tions. Software programs learned and 
utilized include Microsoft Office, Adobe 
Photoshop, Print Shop Deluxe, among oth-
ers. Students have the opportunity to work 
on the school Year Book – “Del Pasado”. 
The selling of advertisements is required. 
Being a team player, having the unique 
ability to get along with others in
a business environment, and the desire to 
help produce award-winning stories, are 
the key to this class.

Course Name:  Creative Writing 
Grade Level:  9 - 12
Length:  1 year
Prerequisite Course Work:  None
Meets (G) CSU / UC Requirements
Course Description: Creative Writing is a 
year-long, elective course that is based on 
a multi-genre approach to the craft of cre-
ative expression both in written and verbal 
forms. Additionally, within the context of 
a variety of genres, students will compose 

a number of original pieces in an array of 
traditional and contemporary forms and 
styles. Further, while working collabo-
ratively and independently, students will 
read, interpret, and analyze literature and 
art as they examine literary conventions 
and vocabulary for poetry and prose. 
Students will also focus on the writing 
techniques and tools essential to effective 
writing and editing. 
Moreover, workshop formats will provide 
opportunities for students to give and 
receive feedback as they hone their craft. 
Students will also have several opportu-
nities to participate in written and verbal 
showcases of their work both within and 
outside of class. Spoken word, through 
Sacramento Area Youth Speak (SAYS), 
Poetry Out Loud, and California Associ-
ation of the Teachers of English (CATE) 
provide forums for highlighting student 
creations.  As a culminating activity, stu-
dents will create portfolios of their work.

Course Name: Student Leadership
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: students who 
have been elected to an office in the Stu-
dent Council This course is offered
to all Grant Union High School students 
who have been elected to an office in the 
Student Council. In this course, students 
acquire and refine leadership skills in 
accordance with the course standards 
published by the California Association of 
Directors of Activities and the California 
Association of Student Leaders. Such 
standards include skills in communication, 
business affairs/accounting, governmen-
tal procedure, community service, and 
personal/social development. In this class, 
students will also develop and utilize co- 
operative skills in planning and executing 
campus-wide events for the student body 
and the surrounding community.

Mathematics
Department
Course Name: Integrated Math 1
Grade Level: 9-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisite Course Work: Successful 
completion of Pre- Algebra
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts 
Fulfills the CSU/UC “G” requirement 
Course Description: This is an entry-level 
math class. Topics include an introduction 
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to Algebra 1, Geometry, and Probability & 
Statistics. Students learn to solve equa-
tions and problems involving “real world” 
situations. Basic geometry concepts and 
skills are introduced in this course. The 
key content involves understanding, 
writing, solving, and graphing linear 
& non-linear equations & inequalities. 
Students will also be introduced to the 
theoretical applications of probability and 
statistics.
Course Name: Integrated Math 2
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Successful 
completion of Integrated Math 1 or
Algebra 1
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (C)
Course Description: This is a continuation 
math class following Integrated Math 1. 
Topics include a further study of Algebra 
1, Geometry, and Probability & Statis-
tics. Students learn to solve standard and 
advance equations and problems involving 
“real world” situations. Standard geometry 
concepts and skills are further explained in 
this course. The key content involves fur-
ther understanding, writing, solving, and 
graphing linear & non-linear equations & 
inequalities. Students will also learn the 
theoretical applications of probability and 
statistics.       

Course Name: Integrated Math 3
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Successful 
completion of Integrated Math 2 or
Geometry
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (C)
Course Description: This is an advance 
math class following Integrated Math 
2. Topics include a complete study of 
Algebra 1, Geometry, and Probability & 
Statistics. Students learn to solve advance 
equations and problems involving “real 
world” situations. Advance geometry 
concepts and skills are further explained in 
this course. The key content involves fur-
ther understanding, writing, solving, and 
graphing linear & non-linear equations & 
inequalities. Students will also learn the 
theoretical applications of probability and 
statistics.       

Course Name: Algebra II Grade Level: 10 
or 11
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Geometry 

Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (C) 
Course Description: This course expands 
on the mathematical content of Algebra I 
and Geometry. Specific content includes 
further study of absolute value equations 
and inequalities, complex numbers, poly- 
nomials and rational expressions, the qua- 
dratic function, logarithms, conic sections, 
arithmetic and geometric series and the 
binomial theorem.  Students will also take 
a brief look at probability and statistics, if 
time permits.

Course Name: Pre-Calculus
Grade Level: 11 or 12
Length: 1year
Prerequisite Course Work: Algebra II, 
District Algebra II Assessment / Math 
Analysis Readiness Test
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (C) 
Course Description: This course combines 
many of the trigonometric, geometric, and 
algebraic techniques needed to prepare 
students for the study of calculus and other 
advanced courses. The course brings a 
measure of closure to some topics first 
brought up in earlier courses, such as 
Algebra II. The functional viewpoint is 
emphasized in this course. Key concepts 
include mathematical induction, the roots 
of polynomials, conic sections and limits. 
The trigonometry involves using the tech- 
niques previously learned from the study
of algebra and geometry. Further study in 
trigonometric functions will also include 
the ability to prove basic identities.

Course Name: Honors Pre-Calculus
Grade Level: 11 or 12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisites: Algebra II and Teacher 

Recommendation
Meets  the CSU / UC Requirement (C) 
Course Description: This course combines 
many of the trigonometric, geometric, and 
algebraic techniques needed to prepare 
students   for the study of AP Calculus 
AB/BC  and other advanced courses. 
The course brings a measure of closure 
to some topics first brought up in earlier 
courses, such as Algebra II. The functional 
viewpoint is emphasized in this course. 
The trigonometry involves using the tech-
niques previously learned from the study 
of algebra and geometry. Further study in 
trigonometric functions will also include 
the ability to prove basic identities. Chal-
lenge problems, limits, derivatives are 
covered in this course. 

Course Name: Advanced Algebra Finance
Grade Level: 11-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Integrated 
Math 1 
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (C)
Course Description: This class motivates 
high school students to explore algebra-
ic thinking patterns and functions in a 
financial context by combining algebraic 
and graphical approaches with practical 
business and personal finance applica-
tions. This class will help students achieve 
success by offering an applications based 
learning approach incorporating Alge-
bra and Geometry topics. FINANCIAL 
ALGEBRA encourages students to be 
actively involved in applying mathemat-
ical ideas to their everyday live - credit, 
banking insurance, the stock market, 
independent living and more.
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Course Name: Statistics
Grade Level: 12
Length: 1 Year
Prerequisite Course Work: C or better in
Algebra II
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (C) 
Course Description: Statistics introduces 
students to the major concepts and tools 
for collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data. Students will use 
graphing calculators to draw graphs and 
perform data analysis.

Course Name: AP Statistics
Grade Level: 11-12
Length: 1 Year
Prerequisite Course Work: A or B in
Algebra II
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (C) 
Course Description: Advanced Placement 
Statistics introduces students to the major 
concepts and tools for collecting, analyz- 
ing, and drawing conclusions from data. 
Students will use graphing calculators to 
draw graphs and perform data analysis. 
Students may choose to take the AP Exam 
at the end of the course for college credit.

Course Name: AP Calculus AB and BC 
Grade Level: 12
Length: 1year
Prerequisite Course Work: Pre-Calculus 
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (C) 
Course Description: Calculus is a widely 
applied area of mathematics and involves 
a beautiful intrinsic theory. Students mas-
tering the content will be exposed to both 
aspects of the subject. The course
is presented with the same level of depth 
and rigor as an entry-level college and uni-
versity calculus course. The content will 
follow the syllabi of the Calculus AB
and Calculus BC sections of the Advanced 
Placement Examinations in Mathematics. 
In Calculus AB most of the year is devot-
ed to the topics of differential and integral 
calculus. Calculus BC is a course in the 
calculus of functions of a single variable 
which includes the topics of Calculus AB 
plus additional topics.

Science
Department 
Course Name: Earth Science
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: One year Prerequisite Course 
Work: None Meets HS Graduation Re- 
quirements in Physical Laboratory Science 
Meets the “G” CSU/UC Requirement 

Course Description: This introductory 
course covers Earth and its place in the 
universe. California’s rich natural geolo-
gi- cal resources and processes are empha- 
sized in the four main branches of study: 
geology, astronomy, meteorology, and 
oceanography.

Course Name: Biology
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: One year
Prerequisite Course Work: Concurrent 
enrollment of geometry for freshmen or 
sophomore status.
Meets HS Graduation Requirements in 
Life Laboratory Science Meets the “D” 
CSU / UC Requirement
Course Description: This course will cover 
introductory biological topics of cell biol- 
ogy, genetics, evolution, ecology, anatomy, 
physiology, current research, and bioeth- 
ics. Laboratories and investigations will
be performed to supplement and enhance 
course topics.

Course Name: AP Biology
Grade Level: 11-12
Length:   all year
Prerequisite Course Work: Completion of 
Biology with a B or better, Completion of 
Chemistry recommended.
Meets the CSU and UC Requirement (D)
Are you curious? Are you amazed by the 
world we live in and often wonder about 
all the things that live here? Did you 
enjoy taking Biology but felt that many 
of your questions were left unanswered? 
How would like to take a University level 
course for free here at Grant Union High 
School. If so then you are a perfect candi-
date for AP Biology with Mr. McDaniel. 
Taking AP Biology will not only impress 
your friends but will help you to develop 
the skills to think really big thoughts and 
ask really deep questions. AP Biology 
students also get to go on Field Trips and 
do exciting hands-on lab investigations.
 Oh… and you’ll also learn the best ways 
to deal with zombie infestation, deadly 
pandemics, clone invasions, food short-
ages, and hostile takeovers by artificial 
intelligences to name a few… Speak to 
Ms. Bittler or your counselor if you have 
any questions or want help fitting AP Bio 
into your 4-yr plan! Everyone can succeed 
in AP Biology if they put in the time and 
effort.

Course Name: Chemistry
Grade Level: 10-12

Length: One year
Prerequisite Course Work: Completion 
of Algebra I and completion of Biology 
Meets HS Graduation Requirements in 
Physical Laboratory Science Meets the 
“D” CSU / UC Requirement
Course Description: Chemistry is the 
study of matter and the changes that it 
undergoes. The course covers the tradi- 
tional topics of chemistry including atoms, 
molecules, nomenclature, stoichiometry, 
gas laws, and thermodynamics. Labora- 
tory experiences are a major component of 
the course.

Course Name: Physics
rade Level: 11-12
Length: One year
Prerequisite Course Work: Completion of 
Alg II Meets HS Graduation Requirements 
in Physical Laboratory Science Meets the 
“D or G” CSU / UC Requirement Course 
Description: This course is an overview
of physics which includes the following 
topics: mechanics, heat, waves, energy, 
electricity and magnetism. It is a quantita- 
tive approach that incorporates detailed 
problem solving. Physics involves a 
significant laboratory component intended 
to reinforce the main concepts.

Course Name: AP Physics
Grade Level: 10-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisite Course Work: Completed In-
tegrated Math 2, Algebra II and Chemistry 
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Physical Science
Fulfills the CSU/UC (D) or (G) require-
ment 
Course Description: A preparatory course 
for the AP Physics 1 exam requiring excel-
lent math and problem solving skills. Top-
ics include linear and rotational motion, 
energy, gravity, thermodynamics, waves, 
sound, light, and electricity.  

Course Name: Anatomy and Physiology
Grade Level: 11-12
Length: One year
Prerequisite Course Work: Completion 
of Biology and another year of science. 
Meets the “G” CSU / UC Requirement 
Course Description: This is an introducto- 
ry course on human anatomy and physiol- 
ogy. Anatomical terms and functions for 
each system and how they interact with
one another and maintain homeostasis will 
be covered. Dissections are required. 

GHS Course Catalog—Page 12

Grant Union High School



Course Title: AP Environmental Science 
Grade level: 11-12
Length: 1 year Credits: 10
Prerequisites: Two years of a lab science. 
Biology and Chemistry are recommended. 
Class Profile: The class size of no more 
than 28 students. The course will meet for 
two 55 minute, one 45 minute and one 135 
minute class periods per week, for a total 
of 290 minutes/week, over the course of 
the entire academic year. Course Descrip- 
tion: AP Environmental science is an
interdisciplinary study of ecology, biology, 
ocean and atmospheric sciences, climatol- 
ogy, chemistry, geology, physics, toxicol- 
ogy, geology, economics, politics, and eth- 
ics, to name a few. In short, this laboratory 
course is designed to be the equivalent
of a college introductory environmental 
science course, both in the wide range of 
topics studied and in the depth, specificity 
and detail of course material. The goals of 
the AP Environmental Science course are 
to (1) provide students with the scientific 
principles, concepts and methodologies re- 
quired to understand the interrelationships 
in the natural world, (2) to identify and 
analyze environmental problems or chal- 
lenges (both natural and human-made),
(3) to evaluate the relative risks associated 
with these problems, and (4) to examine 
alternative solutions for resolving and/or 
preventing them.

Course Name: AP Computer Science
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: One year
Prerequisite Course Work: Completion of 
Alg I Meets HS Graduation Requirements 
in Electives, Meets the “D or G” CSU / 
UC Requirement
AP Computer Science A is a year-long 
course designed to teach students about 
computers in general and Java program- 
ming in particular. It is designed to prepare 
students for the AP Computer Science
A Exam and introduce them to careers 
related to programming.

World Languages
Department
Course Name: Spanish 1
Grade Levels: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: 2.0 G.P.A. or 
better Meets HS Graduation Requirement 
in Visual and Performing Arts Meets the 
“E” CSU/UC Requirement Students will 
communicate in Spanish with increasing 
complexity and frequency, gain knowl- 

edge and understanding of Spanish-Speak- 
ing cultures. Students will connect world 
language experiences with other disci- 
plines, develop insights into the nature of 
language and culture and participate
in multilingual communities at home and 
around the world. Emphasis will be placed 
on student’s ability to produce oral and 
written works in the target language.

Course Name: Spanish 2
Grade Levels: 9-12
Length: 1 year Prerequisite Course Work: 
Grade C or better in Spanish 1 Meets the 
“E” CSU/UC Requirement This course 
expands on the content of Spanish 1. Em- 
phasis is placed on improving listening, 
reading, speaking, and writing skills in the 

target language and continuing to develop 
insights into Spanish culture and contribu- 
tions to the world.

Course Name: Spanish 3/4
Grade Levels: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Grade C or bet- 
ter in Spanish 2
Meets the “E” CSU/UC Requirement This
course expands on the content of Span- 
ish 2. Students will learn to form and use 
verbs in the preterite, imperfect, present 
subjunctive, future, conditional, progres- 
sive and perfect tenses; read, translate and 
show understanding of literature and use 
verbs like gustar, saber, and conocer; learn 
about and to appreciate the culture
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Agriculture Club
Anime Club
AP Spanish Club
Art Club
ARTS Academy
AVID
Band
Baseball
Girls Softball
The Book Club
Boys BasketBall
Girls Basketball
Black Student Union (BSU)
Ceev Hmoob Txuj Club
Circle of Friends Club
Chemistry Pros
Cheerleading
Chess Club
Criminal Justice
Cross Country
California Scholarship Federa-
tion (CSF)
Dungeons & Dragons Club
GHS Drill Team
Drumline
“TAP” Girls
Gay Straight Alliance (GSA)
Generation Green Club
Golf Club
Boys Golf Club
Grant Skate Club
Great Grant Debaters (GGB)
Drama
Fashion Club
Fellowship Christian Club
Football
FNL Club

Fresh Collision Club
French Club
Geo Garden/Geo Salsa
Game Culture Club
Guitar Club
Health Sports Academy
History Club
Hit Squad Club
Hmong Big Sib Little Sib 
Club
Hmong Club
Interact Club-Junior Rotary
International Club
Jazz Ensemble
JRTOC
KPOP Club
Laotian Club
League of Legends Club
Martial Arts Club
Math, Avid & Science (MAS)
MESA Club
Mountain Bike Club
Musical Arts Club
Native American Club
Pacerettes
Pacer History Club
Pacer For Peace (Leo Club)
Pacers 4 Christ
Pacer Productions Club
Pacer Swim Team
Polynesian Club
Real Life Poetry Club
Recreational Club
Safe School Ambassadors 
(SSA)
SkillsUSA Club
Si Se Puede Club

Grant High School Is The Place To 
Be Somebody

Science Bowl 
Club
Student Body/Stu-
dent Council
Boys Soccer
Girls Soccer
Track and Field
The Ukulele Club
Unrelenting Pac-
ers “UP”
Video Game Club
Viet Pacers Club
Boys Volleyball
Girls Volleyball
Wrestling
Yearbook
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and contributions of the Spanish-speaking 
world, the structure of the Spanish lan- 
guage, phrases, expressions and approxi- 
mately 1, 000 vocabulary words.

Course Name: Spanish 1 for Native
Speakers
Grade Levels: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: 2.0 G.P.A or 
better and the passing of a diagnostic test 
Meets the “E” CSU/UC Requirement This 
course is designed for students who speak 
and listen to Spanish at home; they can 
produce the language and understand oral 
and written instructions in Span-
ish. Students will be taught reading and 
writing skills. The class will focus on the 
specific necessities of the Spanish-
speaking student with respect to accents, 
orthography, grammar, literature, cultures, 
and geography of the Spanish-Speaking 
countries.

Course Name: Spanish 2 for Native
Speakers
Grade Levels: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: 2.0 G.P.A or 
better and the passing of a diagnostic test 
or completion of Spanish 1 for native 
speakers with a C or better Meets the
“E” CSU/UC Requirement This course is 
designed for students who speak and listen 

to Spanish at home; they can produce the 
language and understand oral and writ-
ten instructions in Spanish although some 
students may have a limited amount of 
reading and writing skills. The class will 
focus on the specific necessities of the 
Spanish-speaking student with respect to 
accents, orthography, grammar, literature, 
cultures, and geography of the Spanish- 
Speaking countries.

Course Name: Spanish 3 for Native
Speakers
Grade Levels: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Grade C or bet- 
ter in Spanish 1 for Native Speakers Meets 
the “E” CSU/UC Requirement The class 
will expand on concepts learned in Span- 
ish 2 for Native Speakers. It will continue 
to focus on the specific necessities of the 
Spanish speaking student with respect to 
accents, orthography, grammar, literature, 
cultures, and geography of the Spanish- 
Speaking countries. In addition, students 
will read one novel per semester.

Course Name: AP Spanish
Grade Levels: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Must complete 
through Spanish 3 with a C or better, or 
Spanish 2 for Native Speakers with a C or 
better.

AP Spanish Language is a university-level 
course designed to help students improve 
their writing, reading, listening and speak- 
ing skills as well as their cultural knowl- 
edge. The class is conducted completely in 
Spanish. Students will have the opportuni- 
ty to expand their language skills through 
essay writing, videos, literature and by 
having ample opportunities to speak the 
target language in class. All students are 
also encouraged to use all their language 
skills outside of class.

Course Name: Hmong 1 for Native
Speakers
Grade Levels: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: 2.0 G.P.A. or
better
Meets HS Graduation Requirement in
Visual and Performing Arts
Meets the “E” CSU/UC Requirement
Students will communicate in Hmong 
with increasing complexity and frequen-
cy, gain knowledge and understanding of 
Hmong-Speaking cultures. Students will 
connect world language experiences with 
other disciplines, develop insights into the 
nature of language and culture and partici- 
pate in multilingual communities at home 
and around the world. Emphasis will be on 
written works in the target language.

Course Name: Hmong 2 for
Native Speakers 
Grade Levels: 9-12 
Length: 1 year Prerequisite 
Course Work: C or better and the pass-
ing of a diagnostic test or completion of 
Hmong 1 for native speakers with a C or 
better
Meets the (E) CSU/UC Requirement
This course is designed for students who 
speak and listen to Hmong at home; they 
can produce the language and understand 
oral and written instructions in Hmong al-
though some students may have a limited 
amount of reading and writing skills. The 
class will focus on the specific necessi-
ties of the Hmong-speaking student with 
respect to tones, orthography, grammar, 
literature, cultures, and History of Hmong 
Americans.

Course Name: Hmong 3 for
Native Speakers 
Grade Levels: 10-12 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisite Course Work: Grade C or bet-
ter in Hmong 2 for Native Speakers Meets 
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Options After High School
ØGo Straight To Work-Take CTE classes to prepare for a career
ØVocational School or Trade School - learn a specific job skill in a
relatively short period of time, 6 months to 2 years
ØCommunity College
Certificate Program - learn one topic in 1 year or less Associate of Arts 
Degree (A.A.) or Associate of Science (A.S.) - two year, broad based de-
gree Transfer Program - complete the first 2 years of a Bachelor Degree
(B.A. or B.S.)
ØMilitary
Enlisted Personnel
Go to college to be an officer (ROTC)
ØFourYear College or University
University of California (UC) - research oriented and very competitive, 
designed to accept the top 12.5% of graduating high school seniors
California State University (CSU) - designed to accept the top 33% of 
graduating high school seniors
Private or Out of State College



the “E” CSU/UC Requirement. 
The class will expand on concepts learned 
in Hmong 2 for Native Speakers. It will 
continue to focus on the specific necessi-
ties of the Hmong speaking student with 
respect to tones, orthography, grammar, 
literature, cultures, and history. Students 
will read one novel per semester, par-
ticipate in weekly speeches and create a 
community service project by the end of 
the year. 

Visual and Performing 
Arts (VAPA)
Course Name: Beginning Band (Begin-
ning Instruments)
Grade Level: 9-12
Length:1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: none
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts
Meets the “F” CSU/UC Requirement
Course Description: This course provides 
beginning instruction on a basic band 
instrument (flute, clarinet, trumpet, trom-
bone, baritone, percussion). Focus is on 
developing technique, musicianship, and 
working knowledge of music terminology/ 
history (per VAPA standards). Students 
are expected to practice their instruments 
at home regularly and participate fully 
in class rehearsals and assignments. Due 
to the need to balance the band’s overall 
sound, students may be asked to learn a 
secondary instrument. Two annual manda-
tory concerts

Course Name: Intermediate Band
Grade Level: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Minimum of 1 
year playing experience at JH or HS level
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts
Meets the (G) CSU/UC Requirement
Course Description: This course provides 
instruction to help students improve their 
skills on a band instrument (flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, trumpet, trombone, bari-
tone, percussion). A performing entrance 
audition is required at teacher discretion 
(students who fail will be recommended to 
Beginning Band). Focus is on developing 
technique, musicianship, and working 
knowledge of music terminology/history 
(per VAPA standards. Students are expect-
ed to practice their instruments regularly 
and participate fully in class rehearsals and 

Page 15—GHS Course Catalog

assignments. Due to the need to balance 
the band’s overall sound, students may 
be asked to learn a secondary instrument. 
Two annual mandatory concerts.

Marching Band (optional after-school 
activity) Prerequisite: students must be in 
one of the band classes during the school 
day and adhere to the responsibilities and 
expectations of the group. This extra-
curricular activity focuses on preparing 
performance music for seasonal events, 
like football season, parades, festivals, and 
competition. Students will need to verify 
a GPA of 2.0 or higher, complete commit-
ment/behavior contracts, and provide field 
trip permission forms prior to participat-
ing.

Course Name: Piano, Beginning, Interme-
diate, and Advanced
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: 1 year, Intermediate and Ad- 
vanced levels with teacher approval 
Prerequisite Course Work: none
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts Fulfills the 
CSU/UC “F” requirement The beginning 
level course work develops basic funda-
mental skills of playing the piano in the 
classical music tradition: proper hand 
position(s) with correct fingering(s), music 
note reading in the treble and bass clefs, 
playing major and minor triads in all keys 
and inversions, and starting the basics
of learning to play by ear. Intermediate 
level course work adds to the develop- 
ment of fundamental skills by requiring 
students to work on contemporary piano 
literature by prominent composers. The 
course includes major scales and arpeg- 
gios in all keys and the five basic seventh 
chords in all inversions. The development 
of skills in learning to play by ear is 
continued with students learning to play 
select music off the radio. Advanced level 
course work requires students to develop 
performance repertoire by piano keyboard 
masters of the 17th, 18th and 19th centu- 
ries: J.S. Bach, L. Mozart, W.A. Mozart, 
L.V. Beethoven and others. Students are 
also required to work on learning to play
9th, 11th, and 13th chords used in play- 
ing contemporary jazz and gospel music. 
Advanced level students are also given 
the opportunity to compose and perform 
their own original music in student recit- 
als. Students at all levels will have the 
opportunity to play synthesizers, work on 

hardware and computer sequencers, and 
program drum machines.

Course Name: Jazz Band
Grade Level: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Minimum of 1 
year playing experience at JH or HS level
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts
Meets the (G) CSU/UC Requirement
Course Description:
• Perform a variety of standard jazz/popu-
lar music repertoire 
• Have an in-depth understanding of how 
theory relates to jazz music 
• Become more proficient on your jazz 
instrument 
• Be prepared to audition for an upper jazz 
band & the all-state jazz honor bands 
• Have skills to perform with outside 
ensembles
There are many non-musical benefits you 
receive while participating in this class. 
To be successful in this class and in life, 
you must be able to work with others and 
complete projects on a deadline. For many 
students, it is too easy to turn off the real 
world and get lost in cyberspace or social 
media. This class will require students 
to work together and create original art. 
Students will work on verbal communi-
cation skills, aural communication skills, 
will work on mathematical sequences that 
relate to music, will learn to recognize pat-
terns and then manipulate them, and learn 
how to perform in front of audiences. Stu-
dents must constantly monitor themselves 
and be driven to strive for perfection. One 
goal of the Grant Union High School Band 
Program is to always strive to do our best. 
This is what makes people successful in 
life and this drive will make you more 
marketable for future employment. 

Course Name: AP Music Theory
Grade Level: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Minimum of 1 
year playing experience at JH or HS level
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts
Meets the (G) CSU/UC Requirement
Course Description: The goal of an AP 
Music Theory course is to develop a stu-
dent’s ability to recognize, understand, and 
describe the basic materials and processes 
of music that are heard or presented in a 
score. The achievement of these goals may 
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best be approached by initially addressing 
fundamental aural, analytical, and com-
positional skills using both listening and 
written exercises. Building on this founda-
tion, the course should progress to include 
more creative tasks, such as the harmoni-
zation of a melody by selecting appropri-
ate chords, composing a musical bass line 
to provide two-voice counterpoint, or the 
realization of figured-bass notation.

Course Name: Choir
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: 1 Year
Prerequisite Course Work: none
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts Meets the “F” 
CSU/UC Requirement
Course Description: This course provides 
basic vocal skills, plus optional advanced 
coursework for returning students. Focus 
is on developing technique, musicianship, 
and working knowledge of music termi- 
nology/history (per VAPA standards). 
Students are expected to practice regularly 
and participate fully in class rehearsals 
and assignments. Two annual mandatory 
concerts. Students who have successfully
passed beginning Choir are eligible to take
Intermediate and Advanced Choir.

Course Name: Drama
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: 1year, intermediate and advanced 
with teacher approval
Prerequisite Course Work: none
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts
Meets the “F” CSU/UC Requirement
Course Description: This course is de- 
signed to help the beginning, intermediate, 
and advanced student acquire a proficien- 
cy in stage performance, an appreciation 
for and ability to analyze stage and screen 
plays, and an understanding of the his-
tory of drama, TV, and film and how they 
reflect and impact human cultures and 
civilization. Students who have success- 
fully passed beginning Drama are eligible 
to take Intermediate and Advanced Drama. 
Students are required to participate in two 
annual drama productions.

Course Name: Beginning 3-D Design
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: none
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 

Visual and Performing Arts Meets the “F” 
CSU/UC Requirement Course Descrip 
tion: This is an entry level, comprehensive 
Art program that integrates the areas of 
aesthetics, art criticism, art history and 
studio production. It follows a logical, 
sequential set of experiences, builds on 
prior knowledge, and provides learning 
opportunities that incorporate a variety of 
mediums, artistic styles, historical periods 
and cultures. This is not a drawing class 
although drawing skills will be used. 
Projects incorporate a variety of sculptural 
techniques.

Course Name: Advanced 3-D Design
Grade Level: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: 1 year success-
ful (C or better) completion of a Begin-
ning Art or Beginning 3-D Design class 
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts
Meets the “G” CSU/UC Requirement
Course Description: This is an advance 
level, comprehensive Art program that 
integrates the areas of aesthetics, art 
criticism, art history and studio produc-
tion. It follows a logical, sequential set of 
experiences, continues to build on prior 
knowledge, and provides independent and 
teacher directed learning opportunities that 
incorporate a variety of mediums, artistic 
styles, historical periods and cultures. It 
provides opportunities to acquire more 
technical and complex sculptural skills.

Course Name: Beginning Art
Grade Level: 9-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: none
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for 
Visual and Performing Arts Meets the “F” 
CSU/UC Requirement
Course Description: This is an introduc- 
tory course based on the Elements of Art 
and the Principles of Design. This course 
is specifically designed to integrate a 2-D 
and 3-D approach in teaching basic art 
concepts, techniques, art history, vocabu- 
lary and media. It encompasses all of the 
California State Standards and well as
the National Art Education Standards. 
It focuses on the accrual of basic skill 
sets and a working knowledge of media, 
artistic styles and historical and cultural 
influences.

Course Name: Advanced Art
Grade Level: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Beginning Art 
or teacher approval Meets HS Graduation 
Requirement for Visual and Performing 
Arts Fulfills the CSU/UC “G” requirement 
Course Description: This is an advance 
level class which further investigates the 
Elements of Art and the Principles of De- 
sign. It focuses on developing the drawing 
and painting skills accrued in Beginning 
Art. It also allows for a more thorough 
study of not only different media but also 
artistic styles and historical and cultural 
influences and the use of technology in the 
art field.

Course Name: AP Studio Art
Grade Level: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Two years of 
Art, or 1 year of Art with teacher approval 
Meets HS Graduation Requirement for Vi- 
sual and Performing Arts Fulfills the CSU/ 
UC “G” requirement
Course Description: The AP Studio Art 
Program is an independent study, college 
level course which follows the require- 
ments set forth by the College Board
and which adhere to the California and 
National Art Standards. Students produce 
a portfolio of work for evaluation in one 
of three categories: 2-D Design, 3-D De- 
sign or Drawing. This course is strongly 
recommended for all students who intend 
to further their education in Studio Art.

Special Education
Department
The Special Education department offers
a range of programs to meet the needs of 
students with a current IEP. Programs and 
services are open only to qualified students 
with an individual education plan.

RSP Program Grades 9-12 The Resource 
Specialist Program (RSP) curriculum 
support and progress monitoring serves 
our students with special needs who are 
mainstreamed for their core classes. Case 
managers (RSP teachers) are responsible 
for the monitoring and support of their 
case load RSP students in their general 
education classes. Together, the RSP and 
general education teachers review sup- 
ports, accommodations, and modifications
that are identified in the students Individu- 
alized Educational Plan (IEP) for each
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RSP student they serve and implement 
them into daily classroom instruction. 
Additionally, they collaborate and develop 
systems to monitor assignments, tests, 
projects and grades of the RSP student. 

Curriculum support class is intended to 
assist students with completing their core 
class assignments, as well as provide 
preview and review of core class material. 
RSP teachers and para-educators teach 
study skills, learning strategies and effec-
tive time management practices during 
this period. The team provides motivation-
al support and may identify behaviors in 
individual students that are contributing 
to or impeding learn- ing and classroom 
interaction. Curriculum support also pro-
vides the student with additional time and 
a quiet place for taking tests, completing 
assignments or just some extra help during 
the regular school day. They may work in-
dividually, one-on-one with the teacher or 
para, or in cooperative groups with peers. 
During curriculum support, the team also 
works with RSP students to identify their 
post-high school goals. The staff provides 
career guidance and opportunities for post-
high school exploration and assisting the 
student with understanding the opportuni-
ties available to them.

Designated Instructional Services (DIS) 
Speech and language Speech and language 
services are available two days per week 
for students identified as having speech
or language needs. These students may 
work on improving the way they produce 
speech sounds or increasing the number of 
words they know and the complexity
of their spoken sentences. Other students 
may work on stuttering or voice problems. 
Non-verbal students may work on alterna- 
tive methods of communication such as 
signing or using a pictorial system.

Counseling Students enrolled in the 
Special Education program and who have 
been identified by the IEP team as requir- 
ing counseling services receive periodic 
counseling services from the School Psy- 
chologist. Sessions involve individual and/ 
or group counseling meetings approxi- 
mately every two weeks. Solution-focused 
brief therapy strategies are utilized to
help keep students moving forward. The 
“Why Try” program is also utilized with 
students, which help them develop self- 
esteem, deal with challenges appropriately, 
and establish a positive support system.

WorkAbility is a training program for 
special education students ages 16—22. It 
is designed to promote career awareness 
and exploration while students complete 
their secondary education program. Work- 
Ability provides students with opportuni- 
ties for job shadowing, paid and non-paid 
work experience, and ongoing support and 
guidance from vocational personnel. The 
mission of the Twin Rivers Unified School 
District’s Workability Program is to meet 
the employment and transitional needs of 
all middle and secondary students who 
have an individual education plan, and to 
prepare them for successful employment 
and independent living. The vision of the 
Twin Rivers Program is to insure that
our students will be prepared for gain-
ful employment, relevant post-secondary 
education, and quality adult life to their 
fullest potential

SDC-LH (Special Day Classes) English
Language Arts SDC ELA 9/10/11/12 
Course Description: This is a one year 
course in English Language Arts. This 
course is designed to cover reading, writ- 
ing skills and literature. Currently we are 
using the Jane Greene Language! program. 
The Jane Greene Language! Placement
test will be given to each student at the 
beginning and the ending of each year to 
ensure correct placement in the Program 
and to chart progress. Specific content 
includes phonics, morphology, grammar, 
reading spelling and writing in several 
styles (exposition, persuasive, letter writ- 
ing, narrative and response to literature). 
The grade level Interactive Reader is used 
simultaneously to met California State 
Standards. This course meets the HS Grad- 
uation Requirements ELA 9/10/11/12.

SDC Pre-Algebra Support This is a sup- 
port class that provides vertical alignment 
of curriculum. The curriculum offered
in the class is delivered in a manner that 
provides learners with an articulated, co- 
herent sequence of content. It ensures that 
content standards and units of study taught 
in the Pre-Algebra class are reviewed and 
mastered through reinforcement and as- 
sessment. Instruction targets 3 main areas: 
Math Concepts, Math Skills, and Problem 
Solving Strategies.

SDC Algebra 1A Prerequisites: SDC 
Pre-Algebra or Pre-Algebra Meets HS 

Graduation Requirement for one year of 
Mathematics
Course Description: This is a one year 
course in Algebra. This course is designed 
to cover half of the course of Algebra I in 
two semesters. By passing both semesters 
of Algebra 1A and the next year of Alge-
bra 1B you will have fulfilled the gradu-
ation requirements at Grant High School 
for Algebra. The course is designed to be 
a good introduction to algebra concepts. 
Specific content includes the study of frac-
tions, decimals, integers, linear equations, 
equalities and inequalities, polynominals, 
graphing and simple geometry (area, 
perimeter, circumference and diameter). 
Currently we are using the Globe Fearon 
Pacemaker Pre-Algebra text for Algebra 
1A in SDC classes and the Globe Fearon 
Pacemaker Algebra text for Algebra 1B. 
This Course will cover the California State 
Frameworks. SDC Algebra 1B Prereq-
uisites: SDC Algebra 1A or Algebra 1A 
Meets HS Graduation Requirements for 
one year of Algebra. Course Description: 
This is a one year course in Algebra. This 
course is designed to cover the second half 
of Algebra l. The course is designed to 
cover algebra concepts. Specific content 
includes the study of integers, fractions, 
decimals, linear equations, inequalities 
and equali- ties, polynomials, graphing 
on the coor- dinate plane, the quadratic 
function, and an introduction to geometry. 
This course with SDC Algebra 1A fills 
the graduation requirement for algebra. 
This course will cover the California State 
Frameworks.

SDC-ILS SH (Severely Handicapped) 
This class is designed for students with a 
current IEP listing them as having severe 
cognitive delays. In this class, students 
work on progression of basic education 
skills such as English Language Arts, math 
and science as well as alternative cur- 
riculum in living skills. The living skills 
curriculum consists of students learning to 
complete various household chores such
as cooking and laundry. They also explore 
employment options and needs that they 
have for being successful after leaving 
high school.
SDC-ILS NS (Non Severe) This class is 
designed to help the students develop their 
skills in advance living, reading, math, job 
exploration, recreation and leisure. Stu- 
dents must possess a current IEP placing 
him/her in the ILS NS (non severe) class.
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Physical Education
Department
Course Name: P.E. 9th grade
Grade Level: 9
Length: 1year
Prerequisite Course Work: none Meets HS 
graduation requirement in Physical Edu-
cation Course Descrip- tion: Students will 
experience a variety of physical activities 
from the following categories: individual 
and team sports,
aerobics and implementation of personal 
fitness program toward wellness, with an 
emphasis of the importance of balance nu-
trition for maintaining a healthy life style. 
The students will be introduced to a series 
of life long fitness as well as social skills, 
and good sportsmanship.

Course Name: P.E. 10th, 11th, and 12th
Grade Level: 10, 11, or 12
Length: 1year
Prerequisite Course Work: none
Meets HS graduation requirement Physi- 
cal Education Prerequisite: Must have 
completed 9th grade P.E.
Course Description: Same as above adding 
the development of appropriate social be- 
haviors while working in small groups en- 
couraging and helping each other improve 
technique and strength, and emphasizing 
life long activity individualized fitness 
programs.

Course Name: Advanced Sports Physical
Education Grade Level: 11 or 12
Length: 1year
Prerequisite: Must have completed 9th 
grade P.E. and be a varsity athlete. Course 
Description: Course is designed for Varsity 
athletes to gain a competitive edge. Course 
will focus on explosion movements to 
improve strength, speed agility and quick- 
ness for each specific sport. Students will 
learn proper lifting and stretching tech- 
niques as well as an understanding for the 
importance of proper nutrition for athletes. 
Course will include Olympic Lifts, Aux- 
iliary Lifts, Plyometrics, Speed Training, 
Stretching and Nutrition.
JROTC
The JROTC program supplies uniforms, 
books, and equipment used in the course. 
Students can also take JROTC in place of 
Physical Education.
Meets HS graduation requirements in 
Physical Education Course Description: 
This course is designed to “Motivate 

Young People to Be Better American Citi- 
zens”, by preparing high school cadets for 
responsible leadership roles while making 
them aware of their rights, responsibilities, 
and privileges as American citizens. The 
program is also a stimulus for promot-
ing high school graduation and provides 
instruction as well as rewarding opportuni- 
ties, which will benefit the cadet, com- 
munity, and nation. Classroom instruction 
includes leadership; citizenship; organiza- 
tional, management and communicative 
skills; military/civilian career opportu- 
nities; first aid; map reading; military 
history; government; physical education 
training

Career Technical
Education (CTE)
Department
Course Name: Business Tech. Core
Grade Level: 9
Length: 1 Semester Credits: 5
Prerequisite Course Work: Freshman 
standing
Course Description: This course is de-
signed to help students acquire fundamen-
tal technology skills ranging from personal 
computer familiarization to basic knowl-
edge of the Internet, along with common 
business software applications such as 
word processing, spreadsheet, presentation 
software, Adobe InDesign, and Adobe 
PhotoShop.

Course Name: GEO Career Prep.
Grade Level: 9
Length: One semester
Prerequisite Course Work: Freshman 
standing
Meets HS Graduation Requirement in 
Practical Arts or Elective
Course Description: Who am I? What do 
I want? How do I get it? What are you 
going to do after you graduate from Grant 
High school? These questions propel the 
curriculum to a culminating project in 
which students develop individualized, 
online, 10year plans for a selfsufficient, 
productive life beyond high school and 
college or postsecondary training. Stu-
dents will learn concepts that will prepare 
them for success in the world of work and 
life beyond high school. Areas of study 
include employability skills, career prepa-
ration, job acquisition, technology, and 
leadership development.

Course Name: Computer Programming
Grade Level: 11 or 12
Length: One year Prerequisite Course 
Work: Algebra 1 with a grade of “C” or 
better Meets HS Graduation Requirement 
as an Elective Meets the “G” CSU/UC 
Requirement
Course Description: Course Description: 
This course provides hands on experi- 
ence with Object Oriented Programming 
through Action Script 3.0, the Adobe
Flash programming language. Some of the 
skills students will learn include: How a 
program is created and run, design, code, 
debugging, implementation for programs, 
applying the basic elements of program- 
ming languages (variables, constants, 
expressions, statements) within a com- 
puter program, create projects and perform 
lesson exercises to reinforce programming 
skills and proficiency, and modify and 
enhance existing programs provided in the 
course. Students will also become familiar 
with the basic functions of 2D animation, 
HTML, and the Java Script programming 
language.

Course Name: Accounting
Grade Level: 11-12
Length: 1 year, Second year with teacher 
approval
Prerequisite Course Work: C or better 
grade in math. Meets HS Graduation Re- 
quirement in Practical Arts or Elective 
Course Description:This course teaches 
students the language of the business 
world. Students learn to apply the inter- 
nationally recognized Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP) while 
preparing financial statements, payroll 
records, and tax forms. Specific topics 
include receivables, inventories, long-term 
assets, current liabilities, and computer- 
ized accounting. Students will also learn 
Tax Preparation, become Vita certified,
and participate in local tax preparation 
events. Whatever career you’re thinking 
about—musician, athlete, homemaker, 
CPA, or entrepreneur—or if you’re off to 
college soon, you’ll need accounting skills 
for success in the real world.

Course Name: Retail Sales
Grade Level: 11 or 12
Length:1 year 
Prerequisite Course Work: Junior/Senior 
standing Meets HS Graduation Require-
ment in Practical Arts or Elective
Course Description: Earn while you learn. 
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In this course students will learn sales 
transactions, customer service skills, sales 
techniques, merchandising, display prepa- 
ration, advertising, and marketing and
loss prevention. Students will also learn 
life skills that will aid them in gaining and 
retaining employment. Students will gain 
on the job experience in this class and a 
certificate of completion.

Course Name: Health Science
Grade Level: 10 - 12
Length: 1 semester (5 credits)
Prerequisite Course Work: Freshman 
standing
Course Description: This is a semester- 
long course that is required for high school 
graduation. Lessons are based on Califor- 
nia Health Standards and Frameworks. 
This course is divided into four major 
units of study which includes instruction 
in Physical Fitness Theory and Nutrition, 
Mental, Emotional and Social Health, Anti 
Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco, and
Growth, Development and Sexual Health, 
as well as personal and community health. 
This class aims to promote health literacy 
among students and is part of a school and 
district-wide effort to encourage safe and 
healthy attitudes, behaviors, and life skills.

Course Name: Environmental Landscape
Construction 
Grade Level: 10-12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: C or better 
grade in math. Meets HS Graduation Re- 
quirement in Practical Arts or Elective 
Course Description: Drafting is as great 
course to lead you to a career as an Archi-
tect, Engineer or Designer. You will begin 
with freehand sketches and progress into 
using Mechanical Drawing tools.
You will learn how to use drafting tools 
to make concise and accurate drawings. 
You will learn how to draw multi-view 
drawings and Isometric drawings. Draft- 
ing students learn skills that are used in 
landscaping, building construction and 
many other areas of design. Students will 
advance the skills that they have learned 
in drafting class by using computer-aided 
drafting (CAD). Students will learn about 
Orthographic projections (Three view 
drawings), dimensioning, sectioning and 
assembly drawings (How things are put 
together). This hands-on class will teach 
you skills that will lead towards a career
in Architecture, Landscaping or Construc- 
tion. See you there!

Course Name: Electronics
Grade Level: 9 - 12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: None Meets HS 
Graduation Requirement in Practical Arts 
or Elective
Course Description: Don’t throw it out, 
if it’s electrical you might be able repair 
it! PS2, Game-boys, CD-Player, Stereos, 
Amplifiers, etc. You will learn in this
entry level class, basic electronics, Ohm’s 
law, proper use of tools, color-codes and 
trouble-shooting skills and proper sol-
der- ing techniques. Learn how to build or 
install stereos, amplifiers, burglar alarms 
in you car! Students will build from 
soldering kits: burglars alarms, sirens, am 
radios, etc.

Course Name: Electronics Technology & 
Photocopier Repair
Grade Level: 11 or 12
Length: 1 year
Prerequisite Course Work: Electronics or 
teacher approval Meets HS Graduation 
Requirement in Practical Arts or Elective 
Course Description : This course builds on 
the concepts learned in Electronics.
Students in this course will gain on the job
experience by maintaining/ rebuilding a
wide range of photocopier and fax ma- 
chines. Students in this course also work 
on photocopier machines and the proper 
way to make-sort, stack, multiple, single
and duplex copies. Students will also learn 
how to clear misfeeds, and install toner, 
inventroy, and repair small electrical items 
such as blow dryers, Ps-2s, and Lamps, al- 
most anything electrical. Students will also 
work on Robotics and build a full-sized 
solor powered boat. This course provides 
real world job experience and looks good 
on a resume.

Course Name: Advanced Digital Media
Grade Level: 11 or 12
Length:1 year (May be taken a second
year with teacher approval)
Credits: 20 per year 
Prerequisite Course Work: Business Tech. 
Core and Algebra I
Course Description: Course Description: If 
you ever wanted to learn how to shoot and 
edit your own video or create a work of art 
with computer graphics, this may be
the class for you. This is an introduction to 
the principles of multimedia creation and 
digital effects. The course covers video 
production for digital media, graphic 
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design, and 2D animation, and introduces 
skills and knowledge critical to making
a successful new media packages with
today’s demand for online video.

Course Name: Web Page Design
Grade Level: 11 or 12
Length:1 year 
Prerequisite Course Work: Business Tech. 
Core or Teacher Approval
Course Description: The web page design 
course provides training for individuals 
seeking entry level positions in fields 
requiring computer graphic skills with an 
emphasis on web media. You will learn the 
basics of web design and receive training 
in popular ap- plication programs such 
as Dream Weaver, Flash, and PhotoShop. 
In addition, you will be taught web page 
design skills utilizing HTML. Upon suc-
cessful completion of this course, you will 
have valuable skills in web page design, 
digital imaging, site management, and file 
transfer protocols.

CSU, UC and
Community
Colleges

UC: Top 12.5% of high 
school graduates; students 
must take
SAT I Reasoning Test and 
two SAT II Subject Tests (in 
two different subject areas) 
or the ACT with Writing 
(college entrance
exams)

CSU: Top 33% of high 
school graduates; students 
must take the
SAT I or ACT (college en-
trance exam)

Community College: 100 % 
of high school graduates; 
no college
entrance exam needed
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Four Year Planner
Freshman Requirements
ELA 9/Honors
Inte Math 1 or Inte Math 2 (Geometry)
Physical Education
Health (1 sem)/Bus Tech Core (1 sem)   or *Elective 
Earth Science or Biology
Fine Art / World Language 

*Electives can be General/Academic/Academy)

Junior Requirements
ELA 11/AP
U.S. History 11/AP
Inte Math 3 (Algebra II), Pre-Calculus, Statistics
Chemistry, Physics or Anatomy Phy.
Academy Elective or *Elective
Physical Education/Fine Art/World Language
*If Physical Education requirements
have been fulfilled then students may
take additional electives

Sophomore Requirements
ELA 10/Honors 
Inte Math 2 (Geometry) or 
Inte Math 3 (Algebra II)
World History/AP
Biology or Chemistry
Fine Art/World Language or *Elective 
Physical Education or Additional *Elective

Senior Requirements
ELA 12/AP
American Government/AP (1 semester)
Economics/AP (1 semester)
Math (recommended) Inte Math 3 (Algebra II), Pre-Cal-
culus,
Calculus AP, Statistics/AP or  
*Elective
Science (recommended) Physics/AP
Anatomy Phy. or *Elective
Fine Art/World Language or *Elective
Physical Education (if still needed) or
Academy Elective

Your Personal Four Year Plan
Freshman Schedule - 9th Grade
1.___________________________
2.___________________________
3.___________________________
4.___________________________
5.___________________________
6.___________________________ 

Sophomore Schedule - 10th Grade
1.___________________________
2.___________________________
3.___________________________
4.___________________________
5.___________________________
6.___________________________ 

Junior Schedule - 11th Grade
1.___________________________
2.___________________________
3.___________________________
4.___________________________
5.___________________________
6.___________________________ 

Senior Schedule - 12th Grade
1.___________________________
2.___________________________
3.___________________________
4.___________________________
5.___________________________
6.___________________________ 

Contact Information
Main Office ............................................................566-3450
West Campus .............................................. 566-3450 ext. 6
Attendance .................................................. 566-3450 ext. 2
Registrar ...................................................... 566-3450 ext. 5
Counseling Office ........................................ 566-3450 ext. 4
A-C Counselor ..................................... 566-3450 ext. 65057
D-G Counselor .................................... 566-3450 ext. 65274
H-L Counselor ..................................... 566-3450 ext. 65077
M-P Counselor ..................................... 566-3450 ext. 65055
Q-S Counselor ..................................... 566-3450 ext. 65054
T-Z Counselor ...................................... 566-3450 ext. 65060

Financial Resources for College

ØFAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
ØPell Grants
ØCal Grant A, B, C
ØLoans
ØPart-time Employment (Work-study)
ØScholarships
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